In the introductory chapter of her study, Susan M. Johnson notes that there has been "only a small amount of scholarly literature devoted to Becker's prose." As she points out, except for Jakob der Lügner and, to a lesser extent, Irreführung der Behörden, most of the discussion of Becker's writing has been in the form of reviews. To fill this gap in scholarship, Johnson presents us with her comparative analysis of Becker's six novels and single collection of short stories.
At the beginning of her study, Johnson expresses her hope that her book may "shed light on Becker as a man, on literature in the German Democratic Republic, and on problems inherent in political literature and exile." To accomplish this task, she analyzes six themes of Becker's works: captivity, survival, deception, resistance, storytelling and apathy. A final chapter examines Becker's status as an exile writer.
In selecting these themes Johnson demonstrates insight into the ideas prevalent throughout Becker's works, and in their analysis she captures many of the nuances of Becker's writing, demonstrating the necessary ability to read between the lines in her interpretations. Her chapter on resistance is an excellent example of just such a reading. As Johnson points out, Becker thematicizes resistance through both its presence and its absence. The author discusses both the acts of resistance and the occasions on which the characters fail to resist the oppressive societies in which they live. She then analyzes what such actions tell the reader about the characters' move toward physical and intellectual freedom. Her arguments here, as in the rest of the analysis, are firmly grounded in passages from Becker's texts.
Johnson's book, however, is not without its problems. The most apparent of these are the numerous stylistic errors. Spelling, typing and grammatical mistakes are all too frequent, with as many as four on a single page. Even the title of one of Becker's novels is misspelled in the bibliography. Whether these errors can be blamed on Johnson or her publisher is debatable, but in any case, they point to a sense of urgency to transform the dissertation, on which this study is based, into a book. This urgency is underlined by Johnson's reference to her work both as "this book" and "this dissertation." The transformation from dissertation to book is also evident in the occasionally awkward references in the introduction to Becker's most recent novel, Bronsteins Kinder, which Johnson seems to have added in order to make her work more current. Despite occasional awkwardness at the beginning of her book, Johnson's discussion of Bronsteins Kinder in the last chapter contributes to a better overall understanding of Becker's work. In this chapter she compares Becker's later works, written in the West, with those written in the East to show how Becker's exile from the GDR has not significantly affected the themes of his writing and thus has not transformed him into an "exile writer" in the traditional sense of the term.
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